
Sacramento County Probation Department 

OPERATIONS ORDER 

Administration of Naloxone (NARCAN) 

Purpose and Scope 

This order establishes guidelines and procedures regarding the administration of 
Naloxone (NARCAN). The objective of administering Naloxone is to reduce injuries and 
fatalities associated with opioid overdoses or fentanyl exposures. 

Fentanyl-related substances are designed to be absorbed into the body by several 
means, including injection, oral ingestion, contact with mucous membranes, inhalation, 
and via transdermal transmission (through the skin). As such, accidental exposure of law 
enforcement officers is a real danger. Accidental exposure can occur under a number of 
circumstances, including during the execution of search or arrest warrants, probation 
searches, or the processing of evidence (e.g., drug proceeds, pill presses, scales or drug 
paraphernalia) that may be contaminated with these substances. 

Due to the high potency of fentanyl and fentanyl-related substances, exposure to small 
quantities can cause serious negative health effects, respiratory depression, and even 
death. 1 Trainings, tactics, and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to include NARCAN 
can mitigate these effects. 

Affected Personnel 

Armed officers as well as Supervisors, Watch Commanders, and Managers overseeing 
armed officers. 

Authority 
Administrative Directive 

Effective Date 
September 15, 2020

Definitions: 

Naloxone Hydrochloride: A life-saving medication that works to reverse an opioid 
overdose while having little to no effect on an individual if opioids are not present in their 
system. Naloxone blocks opioid receptor sites, reversing the toxic effects of opioid 
overdose. 

1 The United States Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement Administration. (2017). Fentanyl: Briefing 
Guide for First Responders. 
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